School of Clinical Sciences 
Nottingham Digestive Diseases Centre Biomedical Research Unit & The Division of Gastroenterology 

Clinical Research Fellow in Gastroenterology 

This post provides an exciting opportunity to join a vibrant and prestigious academic research unit. The Nottingham Digestive Diseases Centre Biomedical Research Unit (NDDC BRU) is a translational research centre of excellence, created in 2008 from funding from the National Institute for Health Research (NIHR). It is the only BRU in the UK focusing both on gastroenterology and liver disease. It is affiliated with the Nottingham Digestive Diseases Centre, the biggest clinically based GI research grouping in the UK. It is also affiliated to the Digestive Diseases and Thoracics Directorate in the NUH NHS Trust a high volume tertiary referral centre for GI and liver disease. The person appointed will join around 40 postgraduate students within the NDDC, of whom 10 are SpRs in gastroenterology. They will be part of the Neurogastroenterology and Motility section supervised by Professor Robin Spiller and Dr Mark Fox. They will work alongside three SpR Research Fellows and three PhD students. There are close collaborations with the Nobel prize-winning Sir Peter Mansfield MR Centre through Professor Penny Gowland and Dr Luca Marciani.

The project will include running a large multicentre clinical trial funded by the MRC Evaluation, Mechanisms and Effectiveness (EME) Programme examining the effect of anti-inflammatory treatment for irritable bowel syndrome (IBS). This includes mechanistic studies looking at mast cell activation, inflammation and the role of stress. Biomarkers to be examined will include magnetic resonance imaging and mediator release from mucosal biopsies.  The successful candidate will have every opportunity to shape the research and develop their own interests within the programme.  Expert supervision will be provided in all relevant areas with regular meetings with supervisors in accordance with University of Nottingham guidelines.

Candidates may be at any stage in their training, but should be an Academic Clinical Fellow or an SpR. They will be expected to register for a PhD and to attend and contribute to the highly successful weekly Gastroenterology journal club and case presentations, and also attend the weekly BRU research meetings and other SpR educational events organised within the region. Candidates must have a medical degree (or equivalent), MRCP, GMC registration with a licence to practise, clinical skills in gastroenterology, experience of working in multidisciplinary teams, and be keen to progress in academic medicine.  Previous publication of research articles to which the candidate has made a substantial contribution to the analysis, interpretation and writing will be an advantage.  

Salary will be within the range £30,685 - £53,132 per annum, depending on qualifications and experience. This full-time post will be offered on a fixed-term contract for a period of three years.

It is a condition of this post that satisfactory enhanced disclosure is obtained from the Criminal Records Bureau.

Informal enquiries may be addressed to Professor R Spiller, tel: 0115 823 1090 or Email: Emma.Bradley@Nottingham.ac.uk.  Please note that applications sent directly to this Email address will not be considered.  

For more details and/or to apply on-line please access: http://jobs.nottingham.ac.uk/MED693.  Please quote ref. MED/693.  Closing date is June 15, 2010.
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